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The identification of C. [Cannabis] sativa, whether leaf material, buds"
or seeds, has always rested on rather fragile and tenuous grounds. The
1972 work by Thornton and Nakamura surveyed 146 genera in 26
families. That work attempted to include common plants and spices, but
it cannot be construed as a complete survey of the plant kingdom, and
for that reason alone, the botanical identification of leaf material must
be approached with a significant measure of diffidence. The same
comment must be made with respect to the current work. Although
approximately one thousand seeds were examined in the present study,
there is no absolute guarantee that a survey of another thousand would
not reveal a plant with seeds so similar, based on visually observable
characteristics, as to represent a threat to the identification of C.

".[Cannabis] sativa
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