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The formula 'beyond a reasonable doubt'] It is now accepted in common law jurisdictions as the]"
measure of persuasion by which the prosecution must convince the trier of all the essential
elements of guilt'... it has long been assumed that proof of a criminal charge beyond a reasonable
v nixnonoxnt ,(doubt is constitutionally required". (In re Winship, 397 U. S. 358, 362 (1970
Davis v. United States, 512 US 452, 488; Jackson v. Virginia, 443 US ,0a IxY (015702 [I'R NIwATIN)
(307
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Criminal law... is only concerned with limited number [of human conduct] which the criminal”
policy of the community has singled out as sufficiently harmful to prohibit, with sanction for
disobedience the prohibition. Each of these prohibited deeds is legally specified and defined. This
legal definition marshals the essential facts which must be present to constitute the forbidden
deed in question; and which, therefore, the prosecution must establish against the accused
.(.person” (J. W. C. Turner, Russell on Crime 23 (12th ed

nYIANN 7y 12 yaj7a DIMURY7 DIMINNN NINTA 2 wi7n 7y Ty Lambert maya *72axn TR 709
:N11T9{7 NN INN7 120 790 727 12ayn nayn a0 7> NN NDINYT

T]he importance of the principle [is] that the onus is on the prosecution to prove the elements]..."
of an offence and that the provisions of an Act which transfer or limit that burden of proof should
be carefully scrutinised, it seems to me that the Court of Appeal...rightly identified the elements
.(of the offence which the prosecution must prove (R v Lambert [2001] UKHL 37
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