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Through entering into a joint enterprise, S changes her normative position. She becomes, by her
deliberate choice, a participant in a group action to commit a crime. Moreover, her new status has
moral significance: she associates herself with the conduct of the other members of the group in a

way that the mere aider or abettor, who remains an independent character throughout the
episode, does not. Whereas aiding and abetting doctrines are grounded in S's contribution to
another's crime, joint enterprise is grounded in affiliation. S voluntarily subscribes to a co-
operative endeavor, one that is identified by its shared criminal purpose. As such, joint enterprise
doctrines impose a form of collective responsibility, predicated on membership of the unlawful
.concert

.(A.P. Simester, The Mental Element in Complicity, 122 L. Quart. Rev. 578, 598-599 (2006
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