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Purposive interpretation must not be confused with the interpretive approach championed by the"
Supreme Court in the 1960s—finding implicit in statutes rights (for example, to seek damages for
a violation of a statute that does not specify damages as a remedy) that would make the statute
more likely to achieve its aim. That now-abandoned approach overlooked the fact that statutes
are very often the product of compromise. It can’t be assumed that in passing a statute that
creates a remedy for a perceived wrong, Congress wants the courts to amend the statute (in the
guise of interpretation) by adding remedies that will increase the statute’s severity, thus
overriding limitations on that severity that may have been the price for getting the statute
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